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ARDANRUNES 

 
This is the December 2011 issue of the Ardanrunes, a publication of the Shire of Ardanroe of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, 

Inc.). Ardanrunes is an electronic newsletter only, available on the Shire of Ardanroe website. It is not a corporate publication of SCA, Inc., and 

does not delineate SCA, Inc. policies. Copyright 2011 Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, 
or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect 

the legal rights of our contributors. All clipart in this issue is from Microsoft Word. Photographs from Three Kings were taken by Lord Ebrahim 

al-Jabal{i-}. The deadline for submissions is the 25th of the month for the issue coming out the 1st of the next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARDANROE OFFICERS 
 

Seneschal: The Honorable Lady Avice of York  Chatelaine: Lady Evlaliia Svenevicha 

Knight Marshal: Lord Skallagrímr Bárðarson  Constable: Lord Jurgis Bebra   

Herald: Maistre Rory ua Riada    Historian: Lady Amelia Balentine  

Exchequer: Lady Joya la Normande    Provost of RUGA: Lady Amata Quentin Motzhart 

Minister of Arts & Sciences: The Hon. Lady Melisant of Exmoor   Quartermaster: Mistress Sarah MacGregor 

Chronicler: Barun Rory ua Riada    Web Minister: Lorccán na Túaithe 

Chirurgeon: VACANT     Minister of Children: VACANT 

 

 

 

HARKEN YE! 
 

Below is a tentative schedule of Shire activities for the month of December: 

 

December 3 ï Pre-Cook for Winter Wonders XXVI ï 10:00 a.m. ï Avice & Symonôs Farm (Saturday) 

December 4 ï Fighter Practice ï 2:00 p.m. ï Duck Pond off Kingôs Highway (Sunday) 

December 5 ï Armor Making ï 6:00 p.m. ï Skallagrímr & Evlaliiaôs House (Monday)  

December 12 ï Armor Making ï 6:00 p.m. ï Skallagrímr & Evlaliiaôs House (Monday)  

 December 14 ï Holiday Party/Populace Meeting ï 7:00 p.m. ï Location TBA (Wednesday) 
 

No other planned activities in December due to Holidays. See Shireôs yahoogroup for any updates. 

 

NOTE: Please see the Shire website and Ardanroe Yahoogroup for updates. 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

December 10 Christmas Revel ï Axemoor 

January 14 Turf Wars 3 ï Seleone/Osprey 

January 21 Winter Wonders ï Ardanroe  

January 28 Swamp Romp ï Troll Fen 

February 4 Candlemas ï Grey Niche  

February 11 Athenaeum ï Blackwood  

February 18 Newbie Collegium ï Lagerdamm  

February 25 Fighter Collegium ï Vogelburg  

March 11-18 Gulf Wars XXI 

April 14  Gleann Abhann Spring Coronation ï Grey Niche  
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TOWN FAIRE 
 

Saturday, November 5 was a day of óCooking at the Farmô as Avice spent the two day weekend precooking dishes 

for the feast at Fall Crown List. Gunther and Rory attended, helping with entertaining Baby James, working on 

Symonôs device resubmission, watching movies, talking shop, and assisting with the making of the noodles. After a 

meal of chicken, rice, and lentils, the two departed around nine oôclock that evening. 

 

Sunday afternoon, November 6 was fighter practice at the Duck Pond. Godric was authorized as a fighter by Sir 

Robert and  Skallagrímr. Cormaic and son, two new people, came to find out more about the SCA. Akimoro, 

Guðrún, Branwen and her two teens were also present to fight or cheer the fighters on. 

 

Monday, November 14 was the first Armor Making evening at Skallagrímr & Evlaliiaôs House. Akimoro has moved 

his equipment (aka power tools) into Skallagrímr & Evlaliiaôs garage so it is now a place for making and repairing 

armor. On this first evening those attending cut out patterns for personal barrel armor and a basket hilt was made. 

Attendees included Akimoro, Skallagrímr, Godric, Evlaliia, Branwen, the two teens, Gunther, Celestria, Cormaic, 

Guðrún, Karn, and Sullivan (another new person!). 

 

Monday, November 21 was the next Armor Making evening at Skallagrímr & Evlaliiaôs House. Those attending 

fixed the Shireôs loaner armor and worked on personal barrel armor. Attendees included Akimoro, Skallagrímr, 

Evlaliia, Gunther, and Cormaic. 

 

Monday, November 28 was the third Armor Making evening at Skallagrímr & Evlaliiaôs House. Attendees included 

Skallagrímr, Evlaliia, Gunther, Celestria, Godric, Sullivan, and Rory. Those attending sanded barrel armor and made 

half gauntlets for the Shireôs loaner armor, or worked on a Viking apron dress, or just hung out and forced people to 

write what they had done during the month (hmm, bet that was that mean ole Chronicler!). 

 

 

       
 

 

COOKING AT THE FARM 
 

Those who are interested in period cooking and helping with the prep work for WW26 are welcome to come out to 

the Tyddn on December 3 and learn some period recipes. We will be starting around 10am and lunch will be 

provided. Bring your own favorite drinks as all we have is water, tea, and water. ï Avice 
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THE ARDANROE HERBARIUM 
(THL Rovena of Bri Leith, Column Editor) 

 

 

VALERIAN 
 

 Valeriana officinalis has about 200 species and many common names such as garden heliottrope, setwall, 

caponôs tail, all-heal, St Georgeôs herb, and Vandal root. It was called ñodaljanò (to conquer) by the Serbs and ñPhuò 

by Galen and Dioscorides due to its odor. It is ruled by Mercury and by Virgo. 

Valerian is native to Central Europe but is now found in Asia and North America. It favors grasslands, 

moist meadows, and stream banks, up to elevations of 6,600 ft. 

The hollow, grooved stem stands erect to between 3.5ô and 5ô tall. In June, valerian is topped by fragrant 

flower clusters in pink, blue, or white. The leaves are dark green and hairy underneath. The root is a short tuber 

which sends out runners. While the flowers are fragrant the rest of the plant has an unpleasant odor which is only 

outdone by its unpleasant taste. It will self-seed as well as spread by runner. You can grow it from seeds or by root 

division. It is an easy to grow plant just requiring water and partial to full sun. 

While the essential oil is unaffected by the season, valepotriate content decreases in autumn. To harvest the 

roots and rhizomes, you should do this in September of the plantôs first year because the yield is highest in the first 

year. 

If taken in too large of a dose, valerian may cause vomiting, stupor, and dizziness. Depression might result 

from long term use. 

Valerian has been valued as a medicinal plant since ancient times. Its most popular use is as a sedative 

especially as it has fewer side effects than diazepam and can be taken with alcohol without adverse effect. It is also 

taken internally for nervousness, insomnia, vertigo, and coughs. The only external use is for the treatment of eye 

problems. It has been used to treat epilepsy since ancient times. Gerard and Culpeper considered it an antidote to the 

plague. When combined with cinchona, it was used to treat fevers. 

Valerian has been used in soothing bath soaks and to perfume soap. 

In the Middle Ages, it was used as a flavoring for meats, stews, tobacco, and beverages. 

Legend suggests that Pied Piper of Hamelin used valerian to attract the rats. It is highly favored by cats that 

will dig it up even when it is buried under a foot of snow. Stuffed in a pillow, valerian makes a nice cat gift. 

 

 

References: 

Bender, Steve. The Southern Living Garden Book. Birmingham, Ala.: Oxmoor House, 1998. 

Beyerl, Paul. The Master Book of Herbalism. Custer, Washington: Phoenix Publishing Co., 1984. 

Gerard, John; and Marcus Woodward. Gerardôs Herbal: The History of Plants. London: Senate, 1994. 

Huson, Paul.  Mastering Herbalism: A Practical Guide. 1
st
 Madison Books Edition. Lanham, MD: Madison Books, 

2001, 1974. 
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Rodale Press, 1987. 

Tucker, Arthur O., and Thomas DeBaggio. The Big Book of Herbs: A Comprehensive Illustrated Reference to Herbs 

of Flavor and Fragrance. Loveland, Colo.: Interweave Press, 2000. 

 

 

      
 

 

DEPUTY WANTED 
 

Evlalliia is looking for a Replacement Deputy for the local office of the Chatelaine. Please contact Evlaliia if you 

would like to find out more about the job (meet new people and get them to come to local activities é.). 

 

 

       
 

 

 
 

HERALDIC RESULTS 
 

 

The following actions took place at the October 2011 Laurel Sovereign of Armsô Pelican and Wreath meetings, and 

appears in the October 2011 LoAR printed November 29, 2011: 

 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS HAVE BEEN REGISTERED: 

 

GLEANN ABHANN  

 

Godric Legrande. Name and device. Per pale argent and azure, a tower sable and in chief three fleurs-de-lys 

counterchanged sable and argent. 
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FORTNIGHT 
 

The Populace Meeting was held on Wednesday, November 8 at the Aulds Branch Library. The meeting 

was called to order at seven-fifteen by the Seneschal, Avice. Twenty-two adults attended the meeting (Avice, 

Symon, Joya, Jurgis, Amata, Evlaliia, Skallagrímr, Celestria, Gunther, Guðrún, Akimoro, Domnall, Sarah MacG, 

James, Sir Robert, Kendra, Dana, Ebrahim, Cormaic, Godric, Medb, and Rory) and one child (Baby James).  

 Officer reports were given by the officers.  

Joya as Exchequer reported that the Shire has money, roughly $6600.  

Rory as Herald reported that GuĦr¼nôs name was in the October Letter of Intent from Gleann Abhann. 

Guntherôs name, Celestriaôs name, and Joyaôs badge are in internal commentary this month. Symonôs device 

resubmission was mailed to the Ruby Herald on Monday. Rory passed around a print out of the Rosenfeld Roll from 

the Shire of Rosenfeldôs website that show how that Shire displayed its members devices. This might be one way of 

doing the coloring book some members are interested in having done for demos. Rory also began looking at 

redrawing a chevron for Skallagrímrôs device change. Akimoro will get with Rory to look at submitting a badge. 

Rory as Chronicler reported the November issue of the Ardanrunes is on the website thanks to Lorccán. A 

paper copy was given to Avice. The rules for the Tournament of Champions IV are at the end. Ebrahim has sent in 

photos and text about Three Kings for the next newsletter. 

The Webminister was not present. Avice reminded all to see the website for the November issue of the 

Ardanrunes. The website is also running a lot faster due to Lorcc§nôs code work. 

Amata as Provost is working on classes for Winter Wonders. Skallagrímr now has three classes for Winter 

Wonders ï (1) Pirate flags, (2) Japanese pirates, (3) Effect of the New World on the Old World. Rory is working on 

a possible fourth class about pirates in period. 

Evlaliia as Chatelaine reported that the Shire has gained another SCAer. Kendra Dey is in the process of 

moving here from Dragouns Weal. Kendra waved óhiô to everyone. Two new people came to Sundayôs fighter 

practice, Cormaic and his son. Cormaic waved óhiô to everyone. Evlaliia has been contained by Hamilton/South 

Caddo Branch Library about doing a demo for the Home School children. The Branch Library is fine with the demo 

being after January. Menôs loaner garb is needed for the gold key. 

The Minister of A&S was unable to attend tonight. Due to Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, the next 

two A&S Nights will not be able to be held at Aulds Library on their regular day. Please send suggestions for dates 

and times for A&S in November and December. T-tunics as a workshop would be a great thing due to the number of 

new members. James volunteered Aulds Florist as a possible location for a workshop. 

Skallagrímr the Knight Marshall reported that fighter practices are now at the Duck Pond. There will not be 

a fighter practice the Sunday of BAM. There will be fighter the first and third Sunday of December. The loaner 

armor needs help due to shoulder fit issues. 

The Historian was not present due to school. The Historian is looking for a replacement. Kendra 

volunteered to be the Deputy Historian to transition in after the 4
th

 Quarter report is done by Amelia. 

Akimoro is working with Branwen to update the format of the Shireôs facebook page. It is currently the old 

format and needs to be updated to the new format that facebook is using. At this time if you had already ñLIKEò the 

Shire page you can go to it to post and see messages but nothing posted on the Shire page will ñgo outò to the 

ñLIKEò members. A message was found on the facebook page that Alfred Mortensen from Vogelburg is moving to 

Ardanroe and would like to know more about when fighter practice is held. 

Jurgis the Constable had nothing to report. 

 

Old Business: 

Winter Wonders ï Skallagrímr reported that a lot is now going on at Winter Wonders. There will be a 

Tournament of Champions Qualifier tourney sponsored by the Order of the Laurels. The Order of the Pelicans will 

be meeting. A Team (3-man team) Ship Battle (around trees as water hazards at Mistress Sarahôs request) will be 

held. Three or four classes are lined up. A Quest for the Parrot Pinata will be had. There will be a Grog Contest. A 

Regional A&S Faire and a Silent Auction will also be held. So lots of help is needed. Mateo is the Royal Liaison. A 

flyer for the event was passed around. 

Holiday Party ï Discussion was held regarding a Holiday Party. A restaurant is more desired so that there is 

less clean-up afterwards. Locations are needed and should be posted to the list. Instead of a gift exchange the 

suggestion was to donate to a worthy cause, such as Providence Houseôs Family Christmas sponsorship. A 

collection will be taken up at the Holiday Party to give to Providence House. Tentatively the date of the Holiday 

Party will be the December Populace Meeting date. That way the populace meeting can be held, then everyone eats, 

and has a good time. Again, location suggestions are to be sent to the list. 
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New Business: 

James reported that the Crown is looking for letters of recommendation for the populace, especially in this 

area since they will be traveling this area in the Winter. James and Sarah will be entourage and encourage anyone 

wishing to learn about being entourage to volunteer to assist as entourage at Winter Wonders. 

Sarah reported that December 10
th

 the Roller Derby Girls are having a bout with benefits going to 

Providence House. Those not going to Christmas Revel are encouraged to attend. 

BAM is in a week and a half. A head count was taken of those planning to attend Bordermarch Autumn 

Melees (at least seven to ten). Kendra reported that Axemoor will be having a kitchen at BAM that for $20 cash will 

cover six meals over the Friday and Saturday of the event. 

A whole bunch of people are attending Crown List this weekend from the Shire. Avice is the head cook. Sir 

Robert is fighting for Kendra in the list. This will be GuĦr¼nôs first event. 

Amata reported that Kinkoôs will help put devices on car magnets for anyone interesting in displaying their 

device that way when traveling to and from events. 

  

Announcements: 

Avice went over the Kingdom Calendar for November and December. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at five after eight oôclock. 

 

 

       
 

 

CARRIAGE CHATTER 
 

 

Knightôs Academy, October 14-16, Shire of Dragounôs Weal 

(Written by Rory ua Riada) 

 

The Shire of Dragounôs Weal held their now traditional event, Knightôs Academy, the third weekend of 

October at the Woodmen of the World Camp in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Baroness Isabella DôArques was the 

autocrat. Lady Kendra Dey was the head cook. Countess Meaghan Arsmith of Ludlow handled reservations. 

Meaghan, Skaia, and Cormac ran troll. The event was attended by 108 gentlefolk. The site token was a fibula I 

believe put together by Kendra. 

Sir Robert, Skallagrímr, Evlaliia, Akimoro, and Karn represented Ardanroe at the event. Most of them 

spent the entire night Friday, or all but two hours, working in the kitchens helping Kendra. This may be why Kendra 

is moving to Ardanroe ï kitchen brainwashing (ñWe love youò [chop, chop, and chop of the veggies] ñCome to 

Ardanroeò). Akimoro actually got two hours of sleep. Akimoro learned how to debone poultry from two YouTube 

videos. Karn learned to make bread. 

Chicken and rice with vegetables was Friday nightôs travelerôs fare. At nine-thirty or ten oôclock a Knightôs 

Curia was held for the populace with an Open Discussion of Knightly Virtues along with an explanation of the 

Knightly Challenge, the tourney that would be held Saturday. 

The next morning a wide variety of quiches were served for breakfast. At nine oôclock THL Olrun gave a 

class on óLadiesô Garment Constructionô. The Southern Swordsmanship Academy gave a combat demonstration at 

nine-thirty. This demonstration was run by Sir Brian. Mistress Brigit held a óChirurgeons & Field Support Classô 

and Mistress Rosalind and Dame Dredda held óA&S Documentationô at ten oôclock. Armor inspection also began at 

ten. 

Around ten-thirty the Knightly Challenge was held. Sir Aengus organized this tourney. The gist of it was 

there would be at least four rings with Knights divided up equally in each ring. The non-Knights would then be 

divided up equally between rings. Fighters would then fight each Knight a best two out of three bouts. Then rotate to 

the next ring. Once all fighters had fought all the Knights, then the Knights would choose the best two fighters out of 
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each ring per round. Those fighters would fight each other round robin best two out of three. Fighter with most 

victories will be declared the winner. 

 Karn, who had absolutely no sleep Friday night participated in the Knightly Challenge, and managed not to 

fall asleep during it. However, he was not picked to continue in the round robin. The fighting went through lunch 

and well into the afternoon. William of Glen Lyon was the overall tournament winner of the Knightly Challenge. 

 Lunch was a fundraiser for the Auxiliary Army and raised $128. After lunch, THL Olrun held a Lordsô 

Garment Construction Class. For both of her classes participants were encouraged to bring pre-washed fabric and 

scissors. 

 About four oôclock in the afternoon the Companions of the Aries held a meeting under one of the pavilions 

set up. A Youth Combat Marshals meeting was also held at this time. Set up for feast was at four-thirty with court 

around five-thirty and feast around seven oôclock. 

 Skallagrímr was the hall steward for feast. This was his first time to be hall steward. During feast Karn 

recited a poem and Sir Robert told a story. Both were memorable, so some recalled that Sir Robertôs story reminded 

us to not lose hope in our dreams. The feast lovingly served had three courses while all sat at table, a final fourth 

course being the desserts served at the party afterwards. 

 The first course was regular hummus, roasted red pepper hummus, Tzatziki, flatbread, turkey keftedes 

(Greek Meatballs), beef cabbage rolls, and falafel. The second course was a chicken and vegetable terrine, and a 

vegetable and cheese terrine. The third course was roast turkey, vegetable mash, and bacon surprise. 

A Costume Party, effectively a Halloween Party, was held after feast at nine oôclock to thank the children 

in the Shire of Dragounôs Weal for their service. The dessert table contained baklava with pistachios, chocolate 

berry trifle, and chocolate pastries. 

 

 

 
 

 

Fall Crown Lis t, November 11-13, Shire of Tor an Riogh 

(Written by Rory ua Riada) 

 

Fall Crown List was held the second weekend of November at Stinkinô Jimôs Horse Park in Houston, MS 

by the Shire of Tor an Riogh. The site was tenting only, pet friendly, and wet. The site had a few small cabins that 

could be rented by contacting the site owner directly. Lord Gwynn Bleyne was the autocrat. THL Avice of York was 

the head cook. Mistress Crystyna Hyrundo handled reservations. 

Friday nightôs travelerôs fare was prepared by Mistress Crystyna. Baron Serafino, Baroness Anastasia, and 

House Sable Hand provided Saturdayôs breakfast for the populace, as well as the Consortsô breakfast. The 

procession began at nine-thirty with the Crown List tournament starting around ten-thirty. 

This event was GuĦr¼nôs very first event. She traveled to it with Karn. Sir Robert FitzHugh may have 

traveled with them or come in a separate vehicle with THL Kendra Dey, for whom he fought in the tournament. 

THL Avice, THL Symon, and Baby James were there for the food; Avice being head cook. Baron James was there 

as entourage to Their Majesties. 

Twelve couples were competing to become the Heirs of Gleann Abhann. The entrants in the Crown List 

tournament were: 

Graf Uther von Ziemer fighting for Grafin Kenna nic Ahern von Ziemer 

 Earl Sir Brian mac Brand fighting for Baroness Lorelei von Orlamunde 
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 Dam Syr Loric Sylvestris fighting for Mistress Diana of the Isles 

 Viscount Rey RiBeaumont fighting for Viscountess Mariel du Bois 

 Viscount Sir Caillin Macleod fighting for Viscountess Danielle de la Roche 

 Sir Luther von Ziemer fighting for Mistress Anyeta the Wanderer 

 Sir Grimbaldus Bacon fighting for Mistress Bethany Bacon 

 Sir Robert FitzHugh of Bannockburn fighting for The Honorable Lady Kendra Dey 

 The Honorable Lord Martin von Augsburg fighting for Mistress Gwyneth Carr 

 The Honorable Lord Lennan mac Gille Bhrath fighting for The Honorable Lady Katerina Dmitrieva 

 Lady A'ishe Qilichlu Qari fighting for Master Erik of Telemark 

 Lord Inigo de Castille fighting for Baroness Martha Effingham of Stewart Kepe 

Baroness Barbara, Kingdom Historian, was there to take the portrait of each couple as they prepared to 

process. Based on the photos it appears that Sir Luther and Mistress Anyeta were unable to take part in the 

tournament. Trading cards for the Kingdom Level Event were sent by Baroness Anna Genevieve of Ancyra via 

Mistress Jane Beaumont, but unfortunately left in their traveling tubby. 

The Consortsô breakfast was decorated in red with large paper ball-shaped lanterns hanging from the 

ceiling, candles inside hollowed bamboo candlesticks, and a painted wall hanging depicting a Japanese lady. Queen 

Kimiko greeted all of the prospective consorts, gifting each with a paper box shaped like a Japanese girl with 

goodies inside. 

Mistress Brigit, Diamond Principal Herald, oversaw the procession and was court herald for Their 

Majesties. Symon, Karn, Master Robert von Flusswasser and Mistress Magdalena de Segovia were the entourage for 

Sir Robert and THL Kendra in the procession. Karn carried Sir Robertôs standard. Baroness Barbara has a beautiful 

picture of this in her historical travel log. 

Sir Robert fought at least three fights before he was knocked out of the tournament. The semi-finals of the 

tournament were between Sir Loric and Sir Brian. Sir Brian won the ñone-lossò tree and faced Sir Uther in best two 

out of three to determine the winner and Heir. Sir Brian yielded to Sir Uther in the second fight of the finals, when 

he was hit in the arm that had previously been broken. Sir Uther was declared the winner and Prince of Gleann 

Abhann. King Ashikaga Hiromoto placed the coronet upon his head. Queen Ashikaga Kimiko presented the coronet 

for the Princess, which Uther placed on Kennaôs head. 

House Conroi served a fundraiser lunch. In the afternoon Lord Seamus provided and ran a live weapons 

range, Lora Greymare arranged an equestrian demo, the Knights held a meeting, and the Companions of the 

Diamond Chalice held a meeting. Classes were also taught by Lady Broinninn inghean Aindriasa and Baron James 

en les Breres. 

Court was held indoors. Theodora auf Frankurt and Sarah de Warrene received Jeweled Rings from the 

Queen.  Sir Brian received a beautiful Japanese styled scroll done by Mistress Jane Beaumont for the Wreath of 

Chivalry. Lady A'ishe Qilichlu Qari received the Banner of Valor. 

THL Isaac MacDaniel, THL Jakob Gempl von Essen, Mistress Jane Beaumont, THL Symon MacConyich, 

THL Kendra Dey, Bri Lancaster, and Aviceôs Ansteorran Aunt Lindas (both of them) spent hours in the kitchen 

helping prepare the feast. Feast was held around seven oôclock. The first course was Makerouns (Medieval Mac and 

Cheese), Saugee (Cold Pork in Sage Sauce), Cariota (Roasted Carrots), and Fretoure (Apple Fritters). The second 

course was Rastons (Buttered stuffed bread), Buttered Wortes (Buttered Greens), a Tile of Meat (Chicken with 

Seafood Sauce [served on the side]), and Payne Purdew (smothered bread). The third course was Isfanakh Matuajjan 

(Fried Spinach), Frumenty (Wheat Pilaf), Alows de Beef (Beef Birds), and Daryols (custard tarts). 

After the event, Mistress Arielle de Brabazon wrote ñWent to Crown List this past weekend--congrats to 

Uther and Kenna, our new Crown Prince and Princess! It was great to visit with friends and enjoy the pageantry and 

the fine weather. One of the best parts of the event was the wonderful feast prepared by Lady Avice of York. Some 

of the best pork loin I've ever had, plus apple fritters, macrows, custard pie, and buttered worts (greens) that even I 

would eat. Recipes came from "Pleyn Delit", a collection of medieval recipes with redactions. Who says period can't 

be good?!ò 

Clan Gambit helped with the kitchen clean up after feast. And then there was general revelry. 
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Bordermarch Autumn Melees (BAM), November 17-20, Barony of Bordermarch, Ansteorra 

(Written by Rory ua Riada) 

 

Skallagrímr, Evlaliia, Akimoro, Godric, Branwen, and sons Tyler and Garret, Amelia and Baby Zoe, 

Mistress Sarah, Baron James, Jurgis, Joya, and Helmut attended the Bordermarch Autumn Melees, otherwise known 

as BAM, the third weekend of November in southeastern Texas, north of Beaumont. Kendra also attended but did 

not actually move to Ardanroe (was not officially one of us) until the first weekend of December. While the Autumn 

Melees has been a very long annual event of the Barony of Bordermarch, in the last five years or so it has become an 

inter-kingdom war between the Kingdoms of Ansteorra and Gleann Abhann. It all started at a Heraldic Symposium 

hosted by the Shire of Ardanroeé. 

The site opened Thursday with activities held Friday and Saturday, and departures for home Sunday. This 

was a tenting event at a site known for its castle. Food was on your own. The Barony of Axemoor held an Axemoor 

Kitchen for the event that for $20 a gentle person might get five to seven meals over the course of three days. 

Kendra was one of the cooks helping in this kitchen. 

On Friday the 18
th

 there were classes, heavy weapons authorizations, an evening novice tourney, an 

afternoon rapier progressive melee and óDons against the Worldô battle at the castle, scribal fun in the scribal 

pavilion, an evening elevation vigil, and night time bardic circle, and drum jam. That morning Baron James taught a 

class on ñThe Aesop Fablesò and Baroness Martha Effingham, who had just stepped down as Baroness of Axemoor 

in August, taught a class on ñCoats for Everyone!ò Hers was a two hour class where everyone might be able to leave 

with a completed coat. Materials were provided for $20. 

The evening vigil was for the elevation of Duchess Ebergardis von Zell, a past Queen of Ansteorra, to the 

Order of the Pelican. Her elevation ceremony was held on Saturday, November 19
th

. 

Saturday was the big battle day. Godric, whom had arrived on-site just a little too late to participate in the 

Novice Tourney Friday afternoon, was eager to kill, kill, kill. After a grand procession and morning court to open 

the war between the Kingdoms hosted by the Baron and Baroness of Bordermarch, the dayôs ñtrue activitiesò began. 

The youth fighters began the day of fighting. They did not battle Kingdom against Kingdom but youths 

against zombies! They had a ravine battle in the morning, a castle battle, small bridge battle, and Squirrel Ball in the 

afternoon. Germanicus de Atlan, Central Region Youth Combat Marshal for Ansteorra, coordinated these. I am 

given to believe that Tyler and Garret both got to participate in some or all of these youth combat activities. 

The heavy fighters had a field battle, ravine battle, castle battle, and bridge battle; all being Kingdom vs. 

Kingdom. Combat archers were allowed in the field, ravine, and castle battles. Godric and Helmut were shield 

brothers in battle throughout the day. Godric, Helmut, John the Bellringer, Father Gilbert, and Yoric of Loch Bais 

formed a small fighting unit for the field battle. The field battle was fought three times. The first time the forces of 

Ansteorra óabsolutely creamedô the Army of the Ram. The second time, the ófighting fiveô formed up as a shield 

wall took out a group of peers (knights, counts, dukes). They were psyched! The third time was okay. In these field 

battles the Army of the Ram was outnumbered two to one. 

Lunch was served on the field during the ravine battle. The ravine battle involved trying to climb the ravine 

to take the other sidesô commander or to take and hold the three flags in the center of the battlefield. 

The castle battle was a Gulf Wars style non-resurrection battle. To win one side had to successfully defend 

the castle from being taken by the other side in battle and then had to take the castle from the other side in battle. 
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The Ansteorrans had an Olympic archer fighting on their side named William Arwemakere. Akimoro, as a combat 

archer, was able to slay him in the castle battle. 

The bridge battle was the last melee battle. The goal was to be the side in control of the center of the bridge 

at the end of this timed battle scenario. Directly after the melees Sir James the Holy hosted a Choppa Tourney. After 

the Choppa Tourney, the óQuasi Legendaryô Centurion/Sable Banner meets and beat was held. After that everyone 

should be completely worn out from fighting all day.  

Rapier fighters also had fun-filled day. They had a castle battle, ñTake It or Lose Itò, an open field battle, 

and a Valhalla Tournament.  

Equestrian activities were also held at the event. There was jousting in front of the castle Friday afternoon. 

The royalty rode the horses in the grand procession Saturday morning. A games course was open for practice and 

authorizations followed by mounted combat, an equestrian championship, and open games course in the afternoon. 

For those not fighting or taking a break from fighting, there was a fiber arts venue in a pavilion hosted by 

the Laurels of Ansteorra all day, a bardic championship for youth and adult in the afternoon, and target archery 

championship in the late afternoon Saturday. An A&S Competition for youth and adult was set up after morning 

court with populace choice judging ending at three oôclock. Classes were held again, and an inter-kingdom brewersô 

guild competition was held in the afternoon. 

Closing court was held in the evening. I am not sure if Duchess Ebergardisô elevation was at the morning or 

evening court. Saturday ended with a hafla and an Irish-style Wake Party. 

King Hiromoto, Queen Kimiko, and their General, Baron John Widcombe, lead the impressive showing of 

the Ram Kingdom at BAM. King Aaron MacGregor and Queen Amelot Lisette lead the forces of Ansteorra. 

Mistress Hillary Greenslade oversaw the A&S Competitions Saturday. She reported that seventeen artisans 

entered with items ranging from knives to fiber arts, leather to scribal. The populace voted and the scores were óvery 

tightô with the last four within one point of each other. For the adults the winners were: 

 Honorable Mention: 

 Isabel de Winterbourne - Loch Bais, Gleann Abhann - the blackwork pillow stuffed with scraps 

Delphina de Champeaux - Loch Soilleir, Ansteorra - the bobbin lace group works 

Runner-Up: 

Avelyn Blakenye - Seawinds, Ansteorra - the velvet pouch handwork. 

Winner with the high score: 

Caitriona inghean mhic Lochlainn - Seawinds, Ansteorra - the embossed brass lion in setting. 

For the Childrens A&S Competition alas, there were no entries. Mistress Hillary had a fabulous prize 

basket for the winning child with dozens of goodies. 

Also to note was that while Their Excellencies Santiago and Elisabeth, Baron and Baroness of 

Bordermarch, were the hosts of BAM, Santiago had to go it alone while his wife was having emergency back 

surgery. 
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A JOURNEY TO THREE KINGS 
 

 

 The Shire of Rosenfeld in the Kingdom of Ansteorra, traditional event is the Battle of Three Kings, usually 

the first weekend of November. Each year there is a theme to the event, involving three ókingsô or ómajor playersô 

around whom the battling forces form. This year the theme was óTournament of the Crossô set in the year 1258 in 

the Holy City of Ancre where a Grand Tournament would be held to honor three Orders of Knights ï Templar, 

Teutonic, and Hospitaller. The three ókingsô were the Grand Masters of the three Orders, Sir Louis le Blaireau of the 

Knights Templar, Master Kainin Tepesa of the Knights Hospitaller, and Graf Galen Kirchenbauer of the Teutonic 

Knights. 

 Saturday morning following an opening court of the three Grand Masters, there was the tournament 

composed of three tournaments ï champions, speed, and traditional. A target archery competition was also held 

during the morning ending in the early afternoon. It included a clout, period target at an unknown distance, possible 

3D targets, and lots of balloons. An A&S Performance competition using Ansteorraôs A&S Judging sheets began in 

the morning and also ended in the early afternoon. Around noon the static A&S Competition and the team melees 

began. The team melees were a woods battle, fort/castle battle, field battle, and time permitting, a bridge battle. As a 

childrenôs activity a óyouth crusadeô was held in the afternoon. That evening the court of Their Stellar Majesties 

Ansteorra, Aaron and Amelot, was held followed by the court of the Grand Masters. The determination of which of 

the three Knight Orders was the overall winner was probably announced at this time. Points from each of the dayôs 

activities had been collected and totaled based on which team won or individual entering for a team won. A 

communal feast was offered after court with the Teutonic Knights providing the main course, the Hospitallers side 

dishes, and the Templars breads and desserts. The 9th Annual Kingdom Middle Eastern Dance Championship for 

Ansteorra was hosted by the Shire of Rosenfeld at this event. This competition was held after court during the 

communal feast. 

 Lord Ebrahim al-Jabal{-} attended this event as the lone representative of the Shire of Ardanroe, barring 

the unknown attendance by anyone else. His photos taken during the day of the fort, archery range along the lake 

shore, encampment tents, Ansteorraôs royal pavilion, and the site token, an elegant and elaborate cross, are shown 

above. Ebrahim is a part of the Horde and this was his time to host the gathering. Thus he hosted the gathering at the 

Battle of the Three Kings. 

 This is his storyé. 
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Ebrahimôs Story: 

 

Upon arriving at the site at Lake Hawkins, north of Tyler, Texas, I registered and picked up my site token, 

a very fancy cross which probably has a proper heraldic name. After unloading the van and, with some assistance, 

setting up my tent I had a bit of time to look around. The archery range was set up on the shore of the lake, in what 

seemed to be an ideal location. Friday night temperatures dropped into the mid to high 30ôs, but I was snug in my 

sleeping bag and passed the night fairly well. 

 On Saturday I arose, ate and began exploring my surroundings while awaiting the arrival of a few of my 

Horde Brothers for a meeting in the afternoon. As well as a timber built castle, there were a number of period tents 

on site, and the Ansteorran Royal Pavilion. The day passed. Although I did not partake of the communal feast, after 

returning to the site from enjoying a meal with my Brothers, I did visit the area where it had been served, buffet 

style, which was also where court and the belly dancing competition were held. There I met Their Majesties 

Ansteorra, Aaron and Amelot, and upon determining that she likes candy, gave some to Her Majesty. I also, as a 

result of Their Stellar Majesties having been misinformed as to who occupied my campsite and causing a é 

rearrangement of same, was told by Her Majesty that she would ensure I had sufficient assistance on Sunday to 

break camp. Their Majesties had tried to catch someone who had gone offsite to dine and missed court. So believing 

this was his encampment Their entourage had set up Their thrones for court in the encampment. When the error was 

learned, the gentleman being sought was eventually found, I think; at his own encampment. 

 Saturday night had a beautiful, cloudless, starry sky, and temperatures in the high 60ôs. Thus I slept well, 

woke early and, after collecting the assistants promised by Her Majesty, which assistants included His Majesty, had 

the van loaded and allowed me to leave the site in time to be home just as the day became after noon.  

 

 

      
 

 

2011 INDEX 
 

This is a óroughô index of recurring columns to assist in locating a particular subject, topic, or item covered in a 

particular issue, being denoted by month. Page numbers are not listed since they have not been used in any of the 

Table of Contents to date. 

 

Ask Skallagrímr 

Shopping ï Leather and Fabric ï May 

Shopping ï Tablewares, Linens, Storage ï 

June 

What is an eric? ï June 

What is pell practice? ï April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ardanroe Herbarium 

Agrimony ï June 

Calamint ï September 

Clary ï August 

Clove ï October 

Columbine ï July 

Coriander ï May 

Feverfew ï November 

Mistletoe ï February 

Pot Marigold ï March 

Quince ï April 

Valerian ï December 

 

 

 

 

 


